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\J~ J /!cu, 6bli,.s.J%, ~U, ~'ff 4, ... 
On Saturday, April 20 20 

Osborn (nee Dailey) died , f 24, Mrs. Willie M 
before her 104th birthday. S~ natural causes lS d ae 
self-described "sharecropp~r,s ~a:;tde~oted to Go:y: 
of enslaved people, retired teach er, granddaughter 
County Schools, and wife of the la;; from Arlington 
0. Osborn. She was the beloved Deacon Quinton 
grandmother to seven grandchil:otber of three sons 
and five granddaughters-and g en-two grandson~ 
many more. She was a Deacones re~-grandmother to 
Baptist Church of which she had 0 the Greater First 
the early 1950s, and dear friend ;en a member since 

. from Oklahoma to Washington, D.;. countless people 
Born on May 5, 1920 in Hearne Ti 

• ... , ~rew up in McIntosh County, Oki~::~ ~rs. ?~born 
m the town of Huttonville, and lat . originally 

Eufaula. Mrs. Osborn was the ninth of thirteen children, to Mr. William Daile;r ~e toWn of 

Dailey (nee Wilson). She was a granddaughter of Mr. P~ter Wilson, a formerly e:avedrs. Loreen 

woodcutter who suffered a gunshot wound to the face while successfully escaping b d man and 

Mrs. Osborn,s family worked as sharecroppers, moving from place to place un: ~ge. . 

McIntosh County in the mid-1920,s. She attended the Rosenwald School that was built . i settle~ m 

in 1929, walking one and a half miles each way back and forth to class. She was s: ~ttonville 

teachers and staff for her scholastic ability and talent with guiding younger students ~eil~t by 

the confidence provided by her older sister, Rebecca, who was her original inspiratio~ t ub g on 

teacher. With New Deal-era programs helping her family through the Depression Mrs ; b ecore a 

attended high school in Eufaula and, upon graduation and after taking college-1:vel c~ur: or~ ater 

by Booker T. Washington High School in Tulsa, she attended Langston University _ stille~ e:d 

HBCU in Oklahoma - earning her degree in Elementary Education in 1943. e O Y 

Mrs. Osborn, a renowned storyteller, would happily recall her first teaching experie t 

anyone who asked As a newly minted educator, she was assigned to a remote area of Okl:e 0 

near a town called. Ho~an, which was close to the Cr~ek Indian reservation. The housing she°::: 

supposed to have lived m had burned down, and for a rught she had to sleep in the schoolhouse. She 

hardly slept a wink. "About midnight," Mrs. Osborn said, "I heard these wolves howling. I looked 

through that window and there were five or six of those big things out there in the middle of that 

road:' She soon found safe housing among the families of the nine children she was to teach _ "the 

nicest kids," she said - but upon completing the term, she arranged reassignment to a school in 

Eufaula. "My former principal put me in the second grade there:, Mrs. Osborn said. 'J\.nd that's where 

I taught until Quinton came out of the Army.» 
On December 13, 1943, Mrs. Osborn (then Willie Mae Dailey) married Quinton 0. Osborn, 

while he was sef\ 111:.: in the United States Army. While in the service, Mr. Osborn had befriended 

residents of the\\ 1~lungton, DC, area who piqued his interest in attending Howard University. Mrs. 

Osborn drafted his letter of application to Howard and Mr. Osborn was accepted, where he went to 

school during the day while working nights. Mrs. Osborn continued to work in Eufaula for a time, 

visiting Mr. Osborn during semester breaks, after which she moved to Washington, DC permanently. 



Their three sons soo . 
in 1944, Reginald in 1952 and R :i ~ved, first Oscar 
the family joined the Gr~ater F:~t ! m ~954. In 1951, 
Washington, DC, where Mrs O b aptist Church of 

0 b • s orn becam d and Mr. s om, a deacon As Mr ea eaconess 
the Lord a long time ago tliat if hs. ~shorn said, "I told 
and in my right mind, I would pra:e me on my feet 
JilY days." Mrs. Osborn was a dee 1 . for the rest of 
the church for more than 70 eart .Y actt~e member of 
school Department Superint!nd , including as Sunday 
the choir Baptist Trainin U . ent, alto and soloist in 

, . g mon member. d b of the Steenng Committee and Anni , an mem er versary C • that together organized Greater First B ti t• omm1tt_ee 
celebration. ap s s centenmal 

When Mrs. Osborn arrived in Washin 
DC, she began employment with the federal gton, 
for which she worked eight years Then aftgovenu_nent, . . • , er service to Greater First Baptist as Sunday Scho I D 
pply for a teaching position t ArU: epartment Superintendent, Mrs. Osborn was encouraged to 

a bstitute teacher: Mrs Osb a Jon County Schools. On completing just two assignments as a 
su chers and bea:me a. wid;rn was en on permanently as one of the County's first African American 
tea 80 Y respected member of the faculty for 13 years until her retirement in the late 19 s. , 

Through highs and lows - • cl din th l f · aid· 2007 _ M O b m g e osses o her husband m 1995, and her youngest son 
R?n m d rs. s om was a light and a rock to family and friends, offering her unparalleled 
wisdom an comfort to all who sought her counsel, always grounded in her deep and abiding 
faith in an everlasting God 

She ran her race as few others have. Triumphant, she has gone home. 
Mrs. O~born ~s a member of the Lambda Alpha chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Gideon's 
International Bible Group of Greater Washington, and the Order of the Eastern Star. 

. She is ~urvived by: ~er sons, Oscar (Carolyn) of Florida, and Reginald of Maryland; nieces, 
Clarice Baldwm of Wisconsm, Daisy Brown of Washington, DC, Dorothy Davis of Mississippi, Janis 
Noel of Tennessee, Karen Dailey-Killian of California, Lorraine Brown of Washington, DC, Martha 
Law of Michigan, Rose Coleman of Tennessee; nephews, Cecil Spivey of Oklahoma, Irving (June) 
Brown of Minnesota, Lawrence Dailey of California, Nathaniel Dailey of Maryland, Rudolph Martin of 
California, Ted Martin of Kansas; granddaughters, Catinna Osborn, Denise Dennis, Kimberlee Osborn, 
Vonita Osborn of Maryland, Jessica Osborn (Doug Pennington) of Washington, DC; grandsons, 
Quinton Osborn (Danielle) of Maryland, and Reggie Osborn Jr. of Oklahoma; great-grandchildr~n 
including Reananh Pylant-Osborn, Alexis Phillip, Baylor Dennis, Christian Moor_e, C~arke De~s, 
Dominic Kelly, Gabrielle Osborn, Karter Brown, Keshara Crippens, London Stancil, N1chele Phillip, 
Octavia Osborn, Olivia Osborn, Remy Phillip, and Shaun Brown; grandnephew, T.J. Brown; great-
great-gra ndson, Karson Crippens; an honorary son, Gamelia Jackson; and honorary grandson, Rodney 
"Moon" J ~mbert. 

In lieu of flowers, please send donations in memory of Mrs. Osborn. to: 
The Greater First Baptist Church of Washington, DC, Rev. Dr. Winston C. Ridley, Jr., Pa5tor 



To Live is 
To Love 

••• 



A Lift of 
Servanthood 



My Great Grandmother 

Grandma was my best friend and confidant, 
I would tell her stories or joke about whats going on. ,,,r-' 
We would talk and gossip or sing songs on the Pl/One. 
Or talk about our days and how it felt soo long. 
I got her hooked to fashion, 
Makeup was her thing;~ 
I always seemed to catch he"" 
rummaging through all my things. 

' Whether it was lipstick 
or powder for her nose, ""\ 
she always seemed tickled when 'we gave lier fashion shows. 
I . 1~- \ guess rt was nosta r.g,c 
back then we played different rol~\ 
I used to be the one 1 

playing dress up in her fl;tf,e;. \ ' 

I enjoyed our times togeth& f 
She dropped gems -r::hellshe aould, • , 
It was words of wisdo,y' 
Or an opinion on ,f)rere she stood. 
Now there is silence 
but I know I'm not alone, 
She is still beside me 
even though she's gone home. 
That day was very important 
when God gave his call. 
Of course you had to answer 
... it's the greatest call of all! 

We always wondered 
what would happen when that time came-
but I read you scripture and then God came. 
This has been a journey and I'm honored to have been, 
Right there beside you 
holding your hand 'ti/ the end. 

- Alexis M. Phillip 



For/ am now Zt:f ~d ~~(1; 
'J.Jere , and the time of 
(2 nmothy 4:6 K/V) my departure is at hand. 

Organ Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Processional 

Congregation Hymn 

Ms. Janet Johnson 
Rev. Dr. Winston Christopher Ridley, Jr. 

Clergy & Family 

Scripture Readings: GFBC Deaco M' . ns m1stry 
Old Testament- Joshua l:9 

"Praise Him" 

New Testament- John 3:16 
Prayer of Comfort 

Selection 

Acknowledgments 

Reading of the Church Paper 

Selection 

Rev. Robert Hood 

Seneca Daniels 

Deaconess Lynn Freeman 

Deaconess Jean Johnson 

Leon Clark, Jr. 
~Tributes~ 

Ms. Irma Salley, Deacon Gamelia Jackson 
Deaconess Donna Brooks, Francine McGill 

Reading of the Obituary 

Selection -"°"''"-•=-• 
--:=- First Lady Bonita Ridley 

Eulogy . ~~-- -
:,. iReviBr. Wmsto 

~~f~\:::--. ..... ~, 

Recessional Sel ·;.,~ * 
:,; .;:, .. -

~-.. ., ""-
. {"i7,~ ~~~'!St et/Cilista Johnson ···~~-·~ 

Tft!jlif? (Jmmediatcly followhlg services) 
Tuesday, May 7, 2024 

The Greater First Baptist Church (Fellowship Hall) 
2701 13th & Fairmont Street, N.W. I Washington, D.C. 20009 
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Quinton J. Osborn 
Baylor P. Dennis 
Rodney Lambert 
Keith Wiggs 

Remy-Quinton E. Phillip 
~Doug Pennington 

Dan\el'Tho1pson 

df,/i~f/hl'r f?a/tt-B-U/fB-f} J.. 
Oscar M. Osborn )., 
Reginald Osborn 

,,;: 
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~CbuNtB~l I Because you cared, you came to sha~e beaufi1~ers an}d words ofiRraY.er. • • \ 
Because you cared enough to do, words of comfort on cards came too. ilk \. 
Because you cared we're grateful indeed, you•v~ beeJ..a comfort and a friet1Jt-8fb11eed. 
Because you cared, we're able to bear the grief and so~ow - there is n~ despair. ' 
Because you cared, we are praying also that God will abundantly bless each of,you. 
Whatever you did to console our hearts, we thank you so much whatever th7par.t,;, 

t - Thtamily 

cg;~ 
Wednesday, May 8, 2024 I 12:00 Noon 

Maryland National Memorial ... 
13300 Baltimore Ave. I Laurel, MD 20707 
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